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The relations of Mr Lawes with the Chemical Society were
also intimate. He became a Fellow in 1850, and was elected
to the Council in 18(52. Tho chief part of the chemical work
done in the liothamsted laboratory wan communicated to this
Society, and about twenty-two lectures and. papers by Lawes-
and Gilbert, arid other JJothamsted workers, appeal1 in the
Journal and Transactions,
Mr Lawes was a member of the Royal Commission
appointed in 1857 "To inquire into the best mode of distri-
buting the sewage of towns, and applying it to beneficial and
profitable* uses." Two members of this Commission., Lawes
and Way, conducted for several years important experiments*
on sewage irrigation at Rugby. The investigation dealt with
the quantity and composition of the grass receiving varying*
amounts of sewage, and its value as food for fattening oxen and
milking cows, including the composition of the milk obtained.
The effluent waters from the irrigated fields wore also analysed,
and the formation of nitrates in largo quantities was demon-
strated. The final report published in 18ttf>.
The aid of Rothamstcd WHH again sought by tho Govern-
ment in 1803, tho object in this ease boing to ascertain
whether tho malting of hurley resulted in any increase of its
value as n food. A cotisitlerahle bulk of barley was divided
into two lots, one of which WHH malted, itiul tho IOSH in dry
matter ascertained; feeding experiments were then made,, in
which the nutritive effect of n given weight; of barley wan com-
pared with that shown by the quantity of itmit which could havo
been produced from it. The triuln with oxun, Hltesop, and pigs,
wade nt ItothamMtoci, thorn* with milking cows at
liughy, Th<! full repent presented to Parliament in 18(3(1
While the formal reports cm tho RothamHtod investigation**
wore to a largo            the work of I)r Gilbert, Mr Lawos was
himself an active writer on agricultural niibjeeta In middle)
life he a frequent eontri}>utor of Hhort pupern to agiieul-
tural newspipers and |K3rifKlicalsf both Kngllsli and American ;
lie alno lectured from time to time to agricultural associations.